Inactivation of the unconventional agents of scrapie, bovine spongiform encephalopathy and Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease.
Scrapie, bovine spongiform encephalopathy (BSE) and Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease (CJD) are the best known of the transmissible degenerative encephalopathies (TDE) that affect animals and man. Among the unusual properties of the unconventional causal agents is their relative resistance to standard decontamination procedures, and this has resulted in accidental transmission. Scrapie in sheep is the most common of these diseases and, through laboratory studies, is the best understood. As the model for the group, scrapie agent has been used in experiments to devise general standards for decontamination of the agents of the TDE.